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as common. They have been learning to organize, to dis-
cipline their irascible discontent and to direct it into proper,
effective channels. During the Congress's ' no rent' cam-
paign of 1929, the Khuda'i Khidmatgars staged a successful
well-organized stoppage of revenue collecting. The
discipline achieved by these people has been quite astonish-
ing. They were ever turbulent, manly, independent folk,
like the Arabs ; famed for their snipers and their unrestrain-
able warring. The British government claims never to
have been able to pacify them ; and uses their contentious-
ness as one excuse for continuing its military rule in India.
But in this new movement they have pacified themselves.
(Much to that government's displeasure : the authorities
make the movement illegal from time to time.) During
Civil Disobedience, the Khuda'i Khidmatgars put up a
marvellous display of pertinacious non-violence. The wean-
ing of the PaShans from sporadic and petty violence had
been achieved. When they attended the Karachi Congress,
in 1931, they were cheered for their endurance and bravery
in the preceding year, by then famous throughout India.
It became clear to 'abd al Ghaffar Khan and some of the
subordinate leaders that the PaShans1 problem could be
solved only with the help of the whole of India. A para-
mount task was to unite with the Hindus, and with every-
one else who was willing, to free the country from foreign
domination. The Khud,a'I Khidmatgars wanted complete in-
dependence for India, nothing less. After 1931 the organ-
ization was put at the disposal of the Congress, somewhat
as a north-west military arm. Quotations from the Qur'an
against slavery have been rallying points for nationalist
enthusiasm; and the struggle to free their country from
the serfdom of imperialism became the jihad of these Ser-
vants of God. Not that the PaShans' love of independence
needed much fanning . . . But it needed direction, and it
now had that. No section of India has been more thoroughly
nationalist.
'abd al Ghaffar would tell these Muslims that God gave
their country to England because Englishmen did not quarrel